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VIA HAND DELIVERY
Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. - Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

0480

Re: RM No. 9147
Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of the United States Satellite Broadcasting Company, Inc. ("USSB"),
we are filing an original and four (4) copies of its Comments in the above cited matters.

If there are any questions, do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, PLC

~~~
Leonard Robert Raish
Of Counsel

LRR:cej
Enclosures
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In the Matter of )
)

Amendment of Parts 2.106 and 25.202 )
of the Commission's Rules to Permit )
Operation of NGSO FSS Systems )
Co-Frequency with GSO and )
Terrestrial Systems in the )
10.7-12.7 GHz, 12.75-13.25 GHz, )
13.75-14.5 GHz, and 17.3-17.8 GHz )
Bands, and to Establish Technical Rules)
Governing NGSO FSS Operations )
in these Bands )

RM No. 9147

FEDEIW. COIMNCATIONS COMMISSION
OFfICE OF THE SECRETARY

COMMENTS OF UNITED STATES
SATELLITE BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

The United States Satellite Broadcasting Company, Inc. (UUSSB"), through its

attorneys, submits the Comments below in the above-captioned Petition for Rulemaking

filed with the Commission on July 3, 1997 by SkyBridge LLC (USkyBridge").1

GENERAL

SkyBridge requests amendment of Sections 2.106 and 25.202 of the

Commission's Rules to permit operation of nongeostationary orbit fixed satellite

systems ("NGSa FSS") in the 10.7-12.7,12.75-13.25,13.75-14.5 and the 17.3-17.8

GHz bands, on a "co-frequency" basis with the geostationary orbit fixed satellite service

(GSO FSS), geostationary broadcasting satellites (GSa aSS), and terrestrial point-to-

Ipublic Notice of the filing of the petition was given on July 28, 1997. Report No.
9147.
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point services (FS) now authorized in those bands. The 12.2-12.7 GHz is allocated to

the Broadcasting-Satellite Service in ITU Region 2 subject to Note 839 in the

International Table of Frequency Allocations and is governed by Appendix 30A of the

International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Radio Regulations. Note 839 limits the

use of the 12.2-12.7 GHz band to national and sub-national DBS systems. Also

applicable is ITU Resolution 506 which limits "Use by space stations operating in the 12

GHz bands allocated to the Broadcasting-Satellite Service of the Geostationary-

Satellite Orbit and no other."

USSB INTEREST PERTAINS TO
12.2 -12.7 GHz BAND

SkyBridge proposes to operate a broadband service on a worldwide basis

utilizing several frequency bands including the 12.2 - 12.7 GHz band. USSB uses this

band to provide a Direct Broadcasting Satellite Service intended to serve the

continental United States. In its Petition and application, SkyBridge has described a

system that is theoretically compatible with DBS in the 12.2-12.7 GHz band.

Nevertheless, USSB has two concerns with the SkyBridge proposal, viz, (1) the

absence of operational testing to assure the system described will not interfere with the

Broadcasting Satellite Service and (2) there are no apparent provisions for future

growth of either the NGSO or Broadcasting Satellite Services.

Before the Commission acts on the SkyBridge Petition and/or application it

should require some type of testing to evaluate and assure that the NGSO system(S)

described can function in a GSO environment, a part of which is a Direct Broadcasting



---- -------------------------

3

Satellite Service. The financial costs involved are too great to proceed on the basis of

theoretical studies alone, at least where a broadcasting service is involved. In this

connection, Resolution 506 referenced just above should not be overlooked. This

Resolution was adopted because it was deemed orbits, other than geostationary orbits,

would be incompatible with the Broadcasting-Satellite Plan for ITU Region 2. In the

view of USSB, substantive evidence based on operational testing is required before the

provisions of Resolution 506 can be swept aside.

Finally, the Broadcasting Satellite Service industry is really just getting started.

There is great promise for future growth and introduction of new technologies.

likewise, NGSa FSS holds promise for explosive growth. As seen by USSB, the

SkyBridge Petition and application are based on a "snapshot" taken of the current

operational situation. The Commission should not be blind to dynamic potential future

developments of satellite operations, whether NGSO FSS or GSa FSS/Broadcasting,

as it considers the above cited Petition for Rulemaking. The most prudent course

would be to carve the 12.2 - 12.7 GHz band out of the overall 10.7 - 12.7 GHz band

requested by SkyBridge because of the nature of the Broadcasting-Satellite Service.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the Commission is urged to take the foregoing comments as

regards testing and considerations of future growth into account as it considers the

above cited Petition. The best solution would be deletion of the 12.2 - 12.7 GHz band

from the SkyBridge proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

UNITED STATES SATELLITE
BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

By: ~vv~~~
Marvin Rosenberg <l/~
Its Attorney . {
HOLLAND & KNIGHT
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20037-3202
(202) 457-7147

Of Counsel

Leonard Robert Raish
FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH,
1300 North 17th Street - 11th Floor
Rosslyn, Virginia 22209
(703) 812-0400

Date:Augu~27, 1997
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